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Asthma has a significant impact on NHS spending; it was estimated to cost the NHS £1 billion in 2004.[footnoteRef:1]  In comparison the cost of COPD and asthma in Europe is over £200 billion Euros.[footnoteRef:2]  The cost of treating a child with asthma is higher than the cost per adult.[footnoteRef:3]  Based on findings from a study by Hoskins et al (2000), [footnoteRef:4] a patient who experiences an acute asthma attack is likely to cost 3.5 times that of a patient who does not.[footnoteRef:5]  This could come down by a reduction in the length of stay or better still preventing the exacerbation in the first place.[footnoteRef:6] [1:  NHs, Asthma UK, BTS, PCRS, PCC (2012) Designing and commissioning services for adults with asthma good practice guide `(Estimated from National Asthma Audit by National Asthma Campaign 1999/2000)]  [2: European Respiratory Society (2014) European Lung White book http://www.erswhitebook.org]  [3:  Asthma UK ( 2010) Memorandum submitted by Asthma UK (AQ 29)  to Environmental Audit Committee http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmenvaud/229/229we26.htm,, London ]  [4: Hoskins et al (2000)  http://europepmc.org/backend/ptpmcrender.fcgi?accid=PMC1745605&blobtype=pdf]  [5:  Calculated from estimated prevalence of treated asthma in National Asthma Campaign 2001 Out in the Open: a true picture of asthma in the United Kingdom today. Asthma J 6 (suppl), and unpublished data from Hoskins G, McCowan C, Neville RG et al 2000 Risk factors and costs associated with an asthma attack. Thorax 55:19-24]  [6:  Asthma UK News centre facts www.asthma.org.uk] 


The costs of emergency admissions for asthma for each CCG in London are listed in Appendix A below.
The current amount spent by CCGs ranges from over £232,362 in Croydon compared with £24,570 in Kensington and Chelsea.  

The current cost of emergency admissions per 100,000 population based on £702 PBR rate equates to London spending £4,600,200 per year. 

If 60% of child emergency admissions for asthma were prevented, this would mean asthma admissions would cost London £1,840,082 amounting to around £2,760,124 million in savings across London.  
If CCGs were able to achieve the 75% reduction this would be even greater at around £3,450,154 savings.
If adult asthma was included in the plans there would be even greater returns.
In addition, the combined prescribing costs for bronchodilators and corticosteroids alone, in children and adults, is £1,031,720,912 in England and £105,702,558.87 in London.  It is possible there would be a slight rise in drug costs as patients were prescribed more appropriately as found in the Finnish study [footnoteRef:7] . Between 30% and 50% of prescribed medicines for long-term conditions are not taken as recommended. We need to make sure our children are receiving support to take their medicines so they receive the health benefits and the NHS gets value for money from those drugs dispensed.  [7:  T Haahtela, et al (2006) A 10 year asthma programme in Finland: major change for the better Thorax. 61(8): 663–670] 


These costs include diagnosis, acute and primary care, and medications, but there are significant indirect costs, beyond healthcare, to the wider economy:

· A child with poorly controlled asthma is three times more likely to take time off school than a child whose condition is well controlled.
· Poor school attendance is likely to have a detrimental effect on emotional wellbeing and educational attainment.
· A carer is four times more likely to take time off work, with a further effect on their own productivity.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix A

[image: ]
Table A Number and cost of emergency admissions for asthma for children aged 0-18 - 2013/14 and 2014/15
a 	Source: Health and Social Care Information Centre (February 2016, based on number of patients registered at a GP Practice
b 	2014/15 Hospital Episode Statistics 
c 	Based on PBR rate of £702 per emergency admission
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NHS Barking and Dagenham CCG

60,203 100 166 62,200 103,317 37,320 61,610 142 230

99684 161460 96876 59810 121095

NHS Barnet CCG

90,910 99 109 61,578 67,735 36,947 92,279 125 135

87750 94770 56862 52650 71078

NHS Bexley CCG

58,115 96 165 59,712 102,748 35,827 58,734 104 177

73008 124254 74552 43805 93191

NHS Brent CCG

76,230 207 272 128,754 168,902 77,252 77,692 171 220

120042 154440 92664 72025 115830

NHS Bromley CCG

74,149 104 140 64,688 87,241 38,813 75,111 100 133

70200 93366 56020 42120 70025

NHS Camden CCG

44,583 65 146 40,430 90,685 24,258 46,487 79 170

55458 119340 71604 33275 89505

NHS Croydon CCG

96,511 343 355 213,346 221,059 128,008 97,198 331 341

232362 239382 143629 139417 179537

NHS Ealing CCG

83,158 213 256 132,486 159,318 79,492 84,268 177 210

124254 147420 88452 74552 110565

NHS Enfield CCG

85,126 125 147 77,750 91,335 46,650 86,258 189 219

132678 153738 92243 79607 115304

NHS Greenwich CCG

66,727 149 223 92,678 138,891 55,607 67,864 195 287

136890 201474 120884 82134 151106

NHS City and Hackney CCG

62,477 152 243 94,544 151,326 56,726 63,667 95 149

66690 104598 62759 40014 78449

NHS Hammersmith and Fulham CCG

34,722 39 112 24,258 69,863 14,555 35,294 40 113

28080 79326 47596 16848 59495

NHS Haringey CCG

61,727 111 180 69,042 111,851 41,425 62,721 107 171

75114 120042 72025 45068 90032

NHS Harrow CCG

58,801 153 260 95,166 161,844 57,100 59,561 151 254

106002 178308 106985 63601 133731

NHS Havering CCG

55,303 70 127 43,540 78,730 26,124 56,383 78 138

54756 96876 58126 32854 72657

NHS Hillingdon CCG

71,099 106 149 65,932 92,733 39,559 72,744 147 202

103194 141804 85082 61916 106353

NHS Hounslow CCG

63,461 99 156 61,578 97,033 36,947 64,441 99 154

69498 108108 64865 41699 81081

NHS Islington CCG

40,372 95 235 59,090 146,364 35,454 41,198 122 296

85644 207792 124675 51386 155844

NHS Kensington and Chelsea CCG

28,412 44 155 27,368 96,325 16,421 29,026 35 121

24570 84942 50965 14742 63707

NHS Kingston upon Thames CCG

37,538 38 101 23,636 62,966 14,182 38,609 81 210

56862 147420 88452 34117 110565

NHS Lambeth CCG

64,816 199 307 123,778 190,968 74,267 65,143 191 293

134082 205686 123412 80449 154265

NHS Lewisham CCG

68,850 163 237 101,386 147,256 60,832 69,867 184 263

129168 184626 110776 77501 138470

NHS Merton CCG

47,063 116 246 72,152 153,309 43,291 47,598 116 244

81432 171288 102773 48859 128466

NHS Newham CCG

85,210 193 226 120,046 140,883 72,028 86,733 226 261

158652 183222 109933 95191 137417

NHS Redbridge CCG

76,702 161 210 100,142 130,560 60,085 77,976 194 249

136188 174798 104879 81713 131099

NHS Richmond upon Thames CCG

44,649 36 81 22,392 50,151 13,435 45,573 57 125

40014 87750 52650 24008 65813

NHS Southwark CCG

64,070 166 259 103,252 161,155 61,951 64,719 180 278

126360 195156 117094 75816 146367

NHS Sutton CCG

47,097 90 191 55,980 118,861 33,588 47,682 77 161

54054 113022 67813 32432 84767

NHS Tower Hamlets CCG

63,162 108 171 67,176 106,355 40,306 65,798 127 193

89154 135486 81292 53492 101615

NHS Waltham Forest CCG

66,868 241 360 149,902 224,176 89,941 67,332 172 255

120744 179010 107406 72446 134258

NHS Wandsworth CCG

60,558 125 206 77,750 128,389 46,650 62,028 112 181

78624 127062 76237 47174 95297

NHS Westminster CCG

40,911 49 120 30,478 74,498 18,287 42,646 51 120 35802 84240 50544 21481 63180

Total 1,979,5804,055 6,311 2,522,2103,926,8271,513,3282,014,2404,255 6,553 2,987,0104,600,2062760124 1194804 3450155
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Number and cost of emergency admissions for asthma for children aged 0-18 2013/14 and 2104/15
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